
Fa
ll 

 2
01

7 

Welcome Class of  2017 
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It’s Been 50 Years! 



 

 
 

 
 

  

 

      
Dear Friends, 
 
  Once again, the start of a new school year gave us an opportunity to welcome our returning families 
to another exciting year.  We are grateful for the respect and loyalty of all our families toward our 
educational and faith missions.  We began this year with 440 students in our 3K through 8th grade classes.  
That included welcoming 60 new students and their families to our vibrant community.  We are thrilled that 
we continue to grow and flourish for many reasons, including and very importantly, due to the strong roots 
established by those who came before us.  As we continue on our path to the future, we also hope that Saint 
Jude continues to be a treasured memory for past generations and a spiritual sanctuary for current families 
and a place of promise for newcomers.    
 
 For many years now, “Let Your Light Shine” has been both a motto and a mission of Saint Jude the 
Apostle School and the entire community of students, parents, faculty, and staff.  We remind the children 
daily of how this Gospel passage from Matthew can be lived.  Being kind, speaking positively, including 
everyone and recognizing the need for service to others are just some of the many ways we can bring light 
and goodness to the world.  The message of letting your light shine is one we hope will be so ingrained after 
8 or 9 or 10 or 11 years here, that it will become a life lesson carried through high school, college and 
beyond.  Letting one’s light shine takes so many forms that can focus even beyond the school community. 
 
     This edition of the Alumni Newsletter highlights some of our students and the work they do.  They have 
truly taken the message to heart and let their lights shine locally and globally.   Making the world a better 
place takes time and effort and sometimes, real sacrifice.  We realize that there are so many factors that 
influence our children and the direction they take throughout their lives.  Certainly, the parents are the first 
and most important teachers and provide the positive influence that allows us to continue to build on this 
important foundation.  Some of the lessons we reinforce with our children are ones that adults can also 
incorporate in their daily lives.  As we enter the seasons of Advent and Christmas, let us celebrate our 
blessings by sharing our own gifts with those near and far.  
 
 May God’s light shine on each and every one of you in all the days ahead.   May the season of Advent 
and Christmas be a time of joy, peace and love for all.   



SEND US YOUR NEWS & PICTURES 
Update Your Records.  Updates on Your Life. 

 

If there are any changes in your demographic information, please let us 
know.  We (and your former classmates) would love to hear what’s new in 

your life -  marriages, births, jobs or exciting adventures.  We’ll then        
publish your updates in the next newsletter.  

 Please fill in the form and return to  
Saint Jude Alumni, Mary Ferguson at 800 Glenview Avenue,                       

Wauwatosa, WI  53213, or e-mail maryferg@aol.com. 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Address  _____________________________________________________ 
 

 
City  ____________________________ State _______ Zip_____________ 
 

email _______________________________________________________ 
 

Your news: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

 
 

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 
 

 

Saint Jude School Community 

Bill Fleming 
 

Mary DeGrace 
 

Mary Pat Dess 
 

Judith Kern Nicholson 
 

Robert Gerstmeier 
 

Joan Kenney 
 

Toni Konle 
 

Karen Ainsworth 
 

Bernice Linscott 
 

Ruth Littel 
 

Ann Sicilia Thompson 
 

Frank Valdes 
 

Lee Horlitz 

 

Julita Bryce 
 

Mary T. DeGrace 
 

Thomas J. Duffey 
 

Mary Jo Flanagan 
 

Anita Heffernan 
 

Kimberly Lese 
 

Marion Lopina 
 

Rita Peschong 
 

Anne Roethle 
 

Ronald Walesa 
 

Betty Wuerfel Armstrong 
 

Laurence Janquart 
 

 

 
What says rich traditions better than our alumni returning to Saint Jude School with their own children? 

We are so happy and proud to have these young students to our school as they prepare for the bright future                       
which is ahead of them and their children who may one day join the ranks of our Saint Jude Alumni.  

  
 

Saint Jude Student     Saint Jude Graduate    Saint Jude Student   Saint Jude Graduate 
 
William Beyer      Dan Beyer      Norah McNally    Mike McNally 
Aubrey Bunzel      Mary Koss Bunzel    Julia McWey     Colin McWey 
Ian Callies       Benno Bauer      Marley Mulligan    Casey Mulligan  
Cooper and Evie Cantwell    Steve Cantwell     Seamus and Will Mullooly Bill Mullooly   
Auggie, Greta and Ollie Conradson  Adrienne Loduha Conradson  Joey Peterson    John Moynihan 
Grace Dunn       John Dunn      Luzita, Matthew, Nicholas  Jim Powell 
Camden and Makenna Gehler   Maggie Voelker Gehler    and Owen Powell         
    
Fritz, Paula and Robert Goetz   Maureen Carney Goetz   Jonah Richwalski    Kathleen Mullooly   
Gunnar, Jeffrey and Tomas Holsen  Molly Schwab Holsen    Charlotte and Evelyn Scoptur Carolyn McNally    
Kaden Konieczka      Kyle Konieczka     Jameson Segatti    Lucy Ninneman   
Charlotte and James Loduha   Joe Loduha      Eloise Sosnay    Jake Sosnay 
Ava and Will Mance     Jude Mance      Eloise Thompson    Elizabeth Sullivan Thompson 
Lucy and Mazie Markes    Heidi Krahn      Elizabeth Vebber    Emily Mullen Vebber 
 
 

Saint Jude Students - Children of  Our Alumni 

Saint Jude the Apostle - Rich Traditions - Bright Future 



We congratulate all our Saint Jude alumni who are graduating from high school.  We have received news about special                          
honors that  some of our students have received.   

 
Marquette University High School News 

 
It is with great pride that we congratulate and acknowledge  

the top three students in Marquette class of 2017. 
All three students are graduates of Saint Jude School.   

Congratulations to 
Max McLachlan - Valedictorian 

Patrick English - Salutatorian 
Christopher Lyon - Third in the graduating class. 

 

We are so proud of these young men and take pride 
 in the part that we played in their initial educational journeys. 

 
Divine Savior Holy Angels 

 
Saint Jude School graduates, Catherine Alioto, Caroline Hegemann, Camila Hernandez and Bobbie Dollhopf  

are among forth-three seniors from Divine Savior Holy Angels High School to receive the 2017 Salvatorian Service Award.   
The Sisters of the Divine Savior Congregation, who serve as the religious sponsor of DSHA, established the award program                    

in 1988 to recognize students who go above and beyond their required service hours for graduation, especially serving                             
the poor and vulnerable.  Congratulations to these young women on receiving this award and for the time                                       

they shared with those in need throughout their years at DSHA. 
 

 

Pius XI High School 
 

Congratulations to Saint Jude graduate, Mary Mazzeo, recipient  
of the WIAA Scholar Athlete award.   

This distinction goes to athletes who have a GPA of 3.5 or higher  
and have played at least one WIAA sport their senior year.   

Recent High School Graduates 

 Saint Jude Graduate, Tim Donovan 
Combines Business and Service 

 
Saint Jude graduate, Tim Donovan, is CEO of Buena Vida Coffee, a 
student run coffee company based out of Marquette University. The 
company is  dedicated to providing students with real world work 
experience while providing our customers with professional, timely, 
and quality products and services. On top of that for every bag of 
coffee sold, a meal is donated to the Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos 
orphanage in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.    

Four Saint Jude graduates were members of  Marquette University High 
School’s Volleyball Team - 2017 State Champions! 

Congratulations! 
Special kudos to Liam Schroeder who was recruited by many, and has 

chosen to play for USC and continue his volleyball career there.   

  

Check it out! 
We’re on Facebook 

 
 
 

 
Saint Jude Parish      Saint Jude School    Saint Jude Alumni   



Michael Drakopoulos, 2017-18 Gates Cambridge Scholar 
 
At Saint Jude School, we daily remind the students to let their lights shine.  It is our hope that they continue this as they  progress 
through high school, college and beyond.  It is clear that Saint Jude the Apostle 2009 graduate, Michael Drakopoulos has let his light 
shine every step of the way since he left Saint Jude.  In May, Michael graduated from Purdue with a degree in biomedical engineering 
from the College of Engineering.  During his time in school, he was also a member of the Purdue Honors College. 
 

Faculty and staff at Purdue attest to the fact that Michael was a potent force on campus, one of those rare students who paired stellar 
academic gifts with equally-inspiring strength of character.   While at Purdue, Michael often chose ambitious projects that left a trail of 
progress that future students and community members will benefit from for years to come.” 
 

Michael’s plans are to pursue a Master of Philosophy in medical science at Cambridge, while researching new cures for inherited blood 
disorders. 
 

“My personal experience with my grandfather’s own genetic blood deficiency has motivated me to seek cures that truly restore the 
body’s natural function,” Drakopoulos explained.  “I want to bring regenerative medicine into widespread clinical practice, to provide 
remedies that treat the causes of illnesses, not just their symptoms.” 
 

Michael’s additional academic pursuits included a 2015 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship at Purdue and an internship at the 
U.S. National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. 
 

“His motivation to gain expertise in regenerative medicine is palpable,” said Dr. Andre Larochelle of the National Institutes of 
Health.  “He has devoted after-hours time and weekends to complete ongoing experiments, a commitment and tenacity that will         
continue to serve him well in his career.” 
 

In addition to his research, Michael hopes to make improvements in health care as co-founder of Purdue MIND, a student-run medical 
device design team.  The team’s first year of results recently made it to the finals of a national design competition.  “Michael saw a 
great demand among his peers for more practical, skills-oriented activities beyond traditional academic research,” said Professor Hugh 
Lee, with the Weldon School of Biomedical Engineering.  “He mobilized several like-minded students to start Purdue MIND from the 
ground up.” 
 

The Gates Cambridge Scholarship seeks applicants who work for the greater good and Michael certainly fits the bill for that.  Among 
his many endeavors, Michael helps make long-term improvements to local neighborhoods as president of Purdue’s chapter of Habitat 
for Humanity.  He has also been a student leader during a two-week service trip to Nicaragua, applying his biomedical engineering 
background to provide sustainable access to clean water.  George Wodicka, head of the Weldon School of Biomedical Engineering, 
says Drakopoulus embodies the qualities the school holds in highest esteem.  “He is a gifted leader, inquiring and collaborative,” 
Wodicka added.  “He inspires others around him to raise their expectations and stretch their capabilities.  His work is well researched, 
well vetted and justifiable.  We couldn’t be prouder of him and look forward to following his career with great anticipation.” 
 

Michael is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa national honor society, a Purdue Trustees and Presidential Scholar and a recipient of the 
Combs Family Biomedical Engineering Scholarship. He applied for the Gates Cambridge Scholarship through the National and 
International Scholarships Office, housed in Purdue’s Honors College.  NISO develops student-scholars’ skills as they prepare their 
applications for Purdue’s nominations for awards. 
 

Thank you, Michael, for letting your light shine and representing your family and Saint Jude so well. 



From the earliest age, Saint Jude children are made aware of the need to let their lights 
shine by providing service to others.  Whether gathering coats or shoes for those in need 
or collecting money for victims of recent natural disasters, or performing service in the 
community, the students are always so willing to share their time, talents and treasure.   

Second grade students coordinate the school’s drive                                 
to collect coats  and other warm weather wear . 

Through our participation in Soles for Education, several 
barrels of gently used shoes were collected for distribution 

through the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.   

Remembering our heroes in the military and thanking them 
for their service is the goal of the letter writing project.   

Gathering Treats for the Troops was a project that took 
place in conjunction with Halloween.  

Coordinating the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive is a 
tradition for the fifth grade class.  Families are always so 

generous - truly letting their lights shine! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint Jude School is most grateful for your financial support for our Tradition of Excellence Annual Fund.  All gifts to our school 
support the school’s operating budget including funding for programs, teacher salaries, health insurance, textbooks and classroom 
supplies.  Gifts of all sizes are needed and appreciated.  It is our goal to continue to offer the best education to all our students.  
Your contribution will help us in many ways.  We appreciate your donations, whether mailed or given online at 
stjudeparishwauwatosa.org.  Click online giving, and follow the instructions.  
 
Donor ___________________________________________________  Class Year    ________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________  State  ________  Zip  _______  Phone________________ 
 
My contribution to Saint Jude the Apostle School is $ __________________________________________ 
 

 

 

1928      RICH TRADITONS - BRIGHT FUTURE     2018  

SAINT JUDE  
THE APOSTLE SCHOOL 

 
 

FRIDAY 
June 8th 

Please 
do join  us.  

SAINT 
JUDE 

GOLF OUTING 

Monday 

July 16th 
 Watch for details on Facebook and the parish website, www.stjudewauwatosa.org.  



Saint Jude Congregation 
Saint Jude Alumni  
800 Glenview Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI    53213-3377 
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Saturday, November 4th, Saint Jude celebrated its 13th Annual Gala.  Highlights of the silent auction             
were class art pieces created by students in the various grades.    

The first piece, “We Believe in the Sun”, was one produced by the 7th grade students                                    
using Helen Keller’s quote, “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot                                                         

see the shadow”  as their inspiration.   
 

The “Tree of Life” was the theme of the 6th grade project.  After a discussion on the nature                           
of trees as a symbol of growth, renewal and strength, each 6th grade student decorated colorful paper circles 

with their own symbols and designs which were transformed to the “leaves of growth”                                       
that were added to large trees painted in the style of Gustav Klimt.  

 
All the pieces produced by the Middle School students were created under the direction                                   

of Mrs. Peggy Ziegler,  a former Saint Jude art teacher.      


