
Caring for God’s Creation Science Lesson 

Goal: The world in which we live is a rich tapestry of intersecting, linking elements. The ecosystems, 

the flora and the fauna, the people and creatures of the earth are all woven together to create 

God’s beautiful web that we know as creation. When one part of the web is disturbed, moved, 

modified, or changed, other elements are affected, too. This exercise will provide us with a physical 

representation and reminder of the essential connections that exist between ourselves, those 

around us, and all of creation. 

Materials 

•  Ball of string or skein of yarn 

Instructions 

1.  Ask participants to stand in a circle. 

2.  Hand one person the end of the string and ask him 

or her to hold it. As you do so, name some part of 

Creation (for example, “Ants are part of Creation”). 

Then move to a second person in the circle (not the 

person directly next to person one), unwrapping the 

string as you go. When you reach the second person, 

ask him or her to hold the string so that it forms a line 

between them and the first person. You continue to 

hold the ball of string. As you hand the string to the 

second person, name a part of Creation that is related 

to and dependent upon the first (for example, ants live 

in and maintain the soil). Continue moving around 

the group, handing out sections of string and naming 

related parts of Creation as you go (for example, the 

soil provides plants with nutrients; animals eat the 

plants and fertilize the soil; the sun allows plants to 

grow and causes water to evaporate; evaporated water 

condenses and falls as rain—which nourishes the plants, 



animals and people; the nourished plants release 

oxygen that people and animals breath; etc.). Continue 

until everyone in the circle is holding a point on the 

string, which is now a web crisscrossing the circle. 

3.  Ask everyone to pull back a bit on their string to make 

the web taut. 

4.  Reach into the web of sting, select one strand, and 

pluck it; that is, pull it and let go. 

5.  Ask everyone who felt the tug to raise his or her hand. 

How many people felt it? Everyone? 

Point out that you pulled just a single strand of string 

and yet multiple people felt it. Pluck a different strand 

from a different part of the web and see who felt it. 

Repeat as needed to reinforce the point. 

Note: Ideally, you’ll have a circle of 6 to 12 people. If your 

group is larger than this, break into multiple circles of 6 

to 12 people and ask one person in each group to serve 

as the leader, holding the ball of string and passing out 

sections of it as you state the Creation connections for all 

of the groups. 

Questions for Discussion: 

1.  What does interconnectedness mean in terms of how 

we live on and use the planet? 

2.  What does it mean in terms of our individual 

responsibility? 

3.  Are all parts of Creation affected equally by a change 

in the web? (Did some of you feel the reverberations of 

the plucked strand of string more than others?) 

4.  What does interconnectedness mean for those who are 



poorest and hungriest versus those who are wealthiest? 

Points to Emphasize: 

1.  All things are connected, people to the land, creatures 

to the land, people to creatures, water to plants, etc. 

We, as humans, are woven into the delicate web of 

creation. 

2.  God made creation and is in all parts of creation. 

•  “God is in all creatures, even in the smallest 

flowers.” –Martin Luther 

•  “The power of God is present at all places, even 

in the tiniest tree leaf.” – Martin Luther 

3.  Those who are most vulnerable to the impacts of 

climate change are the poorest and hungriest people – 

subsistence farmers, refugees, fisher folk – those who 

depend on the land and sea for their survival. 

4.  Everyone’s actions—from whole societies to 

individuals—can impact at least part of the web 


