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Men of  Saint Jude 
 

The Men of Saint Jude is open to all men within Saint Jude Parish.  This organization seeks to provide 
fellowship opportunities for its members while supporting service to the greater Saint Jude community. 
There are three annual meetings for members in October, February and May. 
 
Historically, the Men of Saint Jude have sponsored Casino Night, its major fundraiser, the Academic 
Awards Night, the Peter Danner Scholarship.  In addition, the Men of Saint Jude provide service for a 
number of different events and have raised funds for various parish and school initiatives. 
 
 

Charges for Future 
 

1. Provide fellowship opportunities to the men of the parish.   Focus on recruitment of young adults and 

parents of younger students.  New members would be encouraged to create a new fellowship event.    

2. Continue its mission of providing service and funding for various parish and school projects, including 

safety and security, scholarships and academic recognitions.   

3. Based upon historical giving and the current needs of the parish, it is hoped that the Men of Saint Jude 

would be able to annually contribute between $5,000 - $7,000 to parish/school initiatives.   

 

 



Women of  Saint Jude 
 

 
Open to all women of the parish, the Women of Saint Jude, this organization provides year-round 
opportunities for fellowship and service, contributing so much in terms of time, talent and treasure.   The 
dedication of the members of this organization is apparent in the events that are run and the support that is 
given to the parish and the community.  Events run by the Women of Saint Jude provide many 
opportunities for spiritual enrichment and socialization.  Evenings of enrichment and days of reflection are 
held each year.   
 
The Thrift Shop is one of the major initiatives of the Women of Saint Jude.  Its annual contribution of 
between $30,000 and $50,000 has historically been of great importance to our budget.  In addition to this, 
the Women of Saint Jude also conduct an annual Cookie Walk which helps to raise funds for the school and 
parish.  The Grandmother/Mother/Daughter Breakfast and the annual trip to Chicago help to engage girls 
and women of all ages.  The Women of Saint Jude Christian Award is another example of this groups 
generosity.  
 
 
  

Charges for Future 
 

1. Conduct a membership drive focused on the younger adult members of the parish. 

2. Focus on a marketing campaign to increase Thrift Shop sales and revenue.  We would like to see the 

target goal raised to the $50,000 mark as has been seen in past years.    

3. Cultivate a competent and committed youth group, making opportunities available for them to serve in 

a number of different capacities.  Training would need to be provided in order to make the roles of 

these individuals productive.   

4. Continue the ministries to Saint Jude Parish and the wider community.   

5. In addition to the funds raised from the Thrift Shop, it is hoped that this organization would be able to 

annually contribute between $4,000 - $7,000 to parish and school initiatives.   

  

 

 

 
 
 
 



Buildings and Grounds 
 

 
The Buildings and Grounds (B&G) Committee, in support of our Parish Mission, is committed to 
preserving and enhancing the physical conditions of Saint Jude Parish and School.  This group is a 
subcommittee of the Finance Committee and provides many valuable services to the parish and school.  
Monitoring the status of our campus and making recommendations for improvements, renovations, 
changes, and maintenance of the parish and school facilities are all major responsibilities of this group. All 
projects proposed by this committee are subject to approval by the Finance committee prior to 
commencement.  An aging facility such as ours does need constant monitoring and the individuals in the 
group have expertise or are able to seek those out who do have expert knowledge of electrical, plumbing, 
HVAC, structural and other fields.   
  

Charges for Future 
 

1. Continue to monitor the status of Saint Jude Parish and School grounds and its buildings.   

2. Recruit new members based on their commitment to Saint Jude and their areas of expertise as it would 

relate to preserving and enhancing the physical conditions of Saint Jude.   

3. Solicit multiple proposals for goods and services needed, always keeping in mind the need to obtain 

quality service through competitive bidding.   

4. Continue to prioritize the projects in need of attention throughout our campus.  

5. Conduct an assessment that could possibly lead to lower energy expenses for the operating budget.    

 

 

 

 

 
 



Athletic Association 
 

It is the mission of the Athletic Association to promote spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical growth 
through sportsmanship, leadership, and teamwork.   The offerings for both parish and school students 
include volleyball, basketball and track.   Historically, the funds raised by the Athletic Association have been 
used to promote the specific goals of the group and for the purchasing of uniforms and equipment for 
grade school age students and CYM students (high school volleyball and basketball).   In addition, funds 
raised from larger events such as basketball and soccer tournaments were used to support the parish and the 
school.   

  
Charges for Future 

 
1.  With gratitude for many years of service from current leaders, a transition is expected for new 

 Athletic Association leadership to help sustain the momentum and vitality of this group.  

2.  It is expected that additional activities such as tournaments and other events will be offered by the 

 Athletic Association.  The sponsored events, in addition to helping raise revenue, will also provide 

 opportunities for community building, competitive sports activities, and good sportsmanship. 

3.  The financial goals for the Athletic Association should be to raise enough money through fees and 

 events to cover all the direct costs of athletic activities, as well as all the indirect costs of running the 

 gym, including lighting, heating, air conditioning, cleaning, repairs and the interest on the remaining 

 debt.   

 

 

 



Religious Education 
 

The mission of the Saint Jude Religious Education program is to teach the Message contained in Scripture, 
Revelation and Catholic Tradition to children in order to help build the foundation of knowledge for a 
mature religious and spiritual life.  The program also works to create awareness of the responsibilities which 
arise from the individual’s relationship with God and others by teaching them the Mission of the Church 
and providing opportunities for them to be of service to others.  The Religious Education program also 
provides opportunities to pray and worship through a variety of prayer forms and liturgies.  In addition 
programs are offered to parents to assist them in their responsibilities for the Christian development of their 
child.  
  

Charges for Future 
 

1.  Encourage those in the Religious Education program to participate fully in the various spiritual, 

 community and fundraising offerings of the parish.  

2.  Promote the attendance of Religious Education families at the Gala, the Stampede, and all parish 

 activities.  The very presence of these families will be a strong witness to the unity and cohesiveness 

 of the parish community.  Seek a volunteer from each grade level to act as a “Table Host” for the 

 Gala who will personally invite other parents at that grade level.  

3.  Provide opportunities for leadership roles in various all-parish events such as the Gala and 

 Stampede. 

4.  It is hoped that new fund/friend-raising events will be introduced by the Religious Education 

 program.  Spearheaded by the director, these events would be offered to the parish with the intent 

 of building a more cohesive parish community and raising needed revenue. 

5.  Setting a reasonable annual target goal of $8,000 - $10,000 for the Religious Education program 

 fundraising, outside of program fees.  This would significantly impact the budget in a positive way.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts 
 

Saint Jude Parish has been fortunate to have a strong scouting program over the years.  The leadership of 
the adults has done much to foster and grow these programs. As part of its mission, the Saint Jude Scouting 
program aims to prepare young people to make moral and ethical choices by instilling strong Christian 
values.  Their history of service to the parish and throughout the community is to be commended.   
  

Charges for Future 
 

1.  Continue encouraging young people to become involved in Scouting. 

2.  Promote scouting by using various marketing strategies  

3.  Solicit strong role models to become involved in leadership roles. 

4.  Plan programs and events which will both showcase scouts and raise revenue for the parish.  

 It is hoped that by combining the efforts of the various dens, packs, and troops, that a cumulative 

 amount of $6,000 could be raised annually to contribute toward the parish budget.   

 

 

 

 

 



Gala 
 
 As the Saint Jude Gala celebrates its tenth year, we continue to be grateful to all who have done to support 
this major parish community builder and fundraiser.  The contributions of those who plan, organize, 
execute, attend, participate, bid, underwrite, volunteer, work behind the scenes, or fill any of the many roles 
needed to create such a successful event, are greatly appreciated.   Each year the events have been magical as 
they created memories and built community.  In addition, the purpose of this event as a major fundraiser 
can not be overlooked.  The revenue raised to date from this event exceeds $500,000, an amount which has 
proven vital to the fiscal stability of our parish.   
 
 

Charges for Future 
 

1. Continue to promote the Gala to all segments of our parish with the goal of parish unity and inclusion. 

2. Groom for leadership roles for the Gala, those who have the skill sets to successfully accomplish all that 

is needed to run such an event. 

3. Working in partnership with our Director of Advancement, Gala leadership will seek out new sources 

for underwriting revenue in order to increase the profitability of our event.  

4. By continuing the exceptional work that has been part of the history of the Gala, it is anticipated that 

revenues will increase each year with a hoped-for revenue between $65,000 - $100,000 annually.   

 

 

 

 
 



Home and School 
 

The Home and School Association is organized and operated exclusively for educational and spiritual 
purposes to foster the academic and spiritual quality of the education of students at Saint Jude School in 
the following ways: 
•  Sponsor fund-raising events in order to supplement the ordinary school budget. 
•  Assist other associations and groups that benefit the students of the school. 
•  Sponsor events designed to inform parents of school programs and other programs or events 
 of value to them as Christian parents. 
  
 

Charges for Future  
 

1.  Review the fundraising opportunities that are presently being utilized.   Assess the success rates 
 of all and consider replacing those whose revenue return has been minimal. 

 
2.  Explore new fundraising ventures to replace those that have been less successful.   
 
3.  Sponsor special events which will help support the school and build community. 
 
4.  Set a goal of $80,000 to $95,000 to help offset the parish/school annual budget.   
 
5.  Promote active participation at events sponsored by the Home and School Association and other 

 parish events.   
 
6. Encourage all parents to actively participate in the various volunteer opportunities which are 
 available.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Music Ministry 
 
Music is a gift of God that opens a glimpse of God's glory. Music joined with scripture helps make the 
liturgy more beautiful and emphasizes its sacred character. Through our music and choirs, Saint Jude 
strives to open the minds and hearts of the congregation to hear and reflect on God's Word in a way that 
words alone cannot convey. 

With the combined efforts of the Adult Choir, the Choristers, cantors, instrumentalists and guest 
musicians, there are many opportunities to enhance the liturgies and engage the parishioners in worship, 
liturgical events and other prayerful experiences.  
 
 

Charges for Future 
 

1.  Recruit additional members to participate in the varied music ministries of the parish, including 

 eight new members for the adult choir, and six new cantors (3 adults and 3 youth). 

2.  Promote performances, concerts and other events for the benefit of engaging parishioners in 

 fellowship and fundraising. 

3.  Encourage music ministry members to be active participants in other parish events.  

4.  Set a goal of $1,000 to $2,000 to help offset the parish/school annual budget through concert 

 presentations and other performance opportunities.   

5.  Recruit two “table captains” from the choirs to personally invite attendees for at least two tables 

 at the Gala.  

 

 

 

 

 



Book Club 
 
The Saint Jude Book Club, Seek and Find, meets regularly to discuss spiritual books.   The club is an 
informal, open group open to men and women of all ages.  Even is one is not able to complete all the 
reading, individuals are always welcome to join for the discussion portion. 
 

Charges for Future  
 

1.  Recruit additional members to participate in this group as well as other varied ministries of  
 the parish.  Continue to publish book selections and meeting times.   
 
2.  Promote parish events and attendance at the various activities sponsored by other organizations. 
 
3.  Nominate a “table captain: to personally invite attendees for at least one table at the Gala.   
 
4. Provide fellowship opportunities for members within the group and the parish at large.   
 
 
  
 
 
 



Bible Study 
 

Throughout the year, the Saint Jude Bible Study Group meets to study Scripture.  During the meetings, 
passages of the Bible are studied in small, informal groups.  The purpose of the group is to come to a better 
understanding of God through his word.  Most of the sessions last for approximately ten weeks.  All 
parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend.   
 
 

Charges for Future 
 

1.  Recruit additional members to participate in this group as well as other varied ministries  
 of the parish.  
 
2.  Promote parish events and attendance at the various activities sponsored by other organizations. 
 
3.  Nominate a “table captain” to personally invite attendees for at least one table at the Gala.   
 
4. Provide fellowship opportunities for members within the group and the parish at large. 
 
 
  
 
 
 



Human Concerns 
 

The Human Concerns committee seeks to involve all parishioners in social justice and human concerns 
issues within our greater community and beyond.  The goal of the committee is to support, coordinate and 
publicize the direct service of the group to the parish.   
 
 

Charges for Future 
 

1.  Recruit additional members to participate in the varied ministries of the parish.  
 
2.  Promote parish events and attendance at the various activities sponsored by other organizations. 
 
3.  Nominate a “table captain” to personally invite attendees for at least one table at the Gala.   
 
4. Provide fellowship opportunities for members within the group and the parish at large.  
 
 
  
 
 
 


