
January 19, 2018
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT:  THEORY AND RESEARCH ONLINE 

EDPSY640     
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee   
Educational Psychology, Learning and Development 
Spring Semester, 2018 
  
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Susie Lamborn      slamborn@uwm.edu 
  
Course Readings: 
Human Development: A Life-Span View 
By Robert V. Kail and John C. Cavanaugh 2015, 7th Edition. CA: Wadsworth Cengage.  
Additional readings are required for class. They are available at the D2L site that will provide easy access 
to class materials. 

Course Objectives:  This course is designed to provide broad exposure to fundamental theories and 
current research on human development across the lifespan.  Students will become familiar with key 
issues for major periods of development, gain an understanding of basic patterns of development and 
explore how they vary with culture. Students will practice writing skills pertaining to development in 
lifespan perspective. 

Students will complete reading assignments each week. An initial Hello assignment will support familiarity 
with the D2L features and introduce members of the class to one another. Quizzes will be completed to 
demonstrate basic mastery of material covered in the textbook. A set of group discussion assignments will 
be completed to practice integration and application of concepts through exercises that support use of 
basic writing skills. Student will complete a final writing assignment that involves integrating material from 
scholarly articles with material from the text. This will provide an opportunity to demonstrate mastery of 
lifespan concepts through academic writing that incorporates material from multiple sources. Grades will 
be determined by the following formula: 

30% Discussion Group Answers 
10% Discussion Group Responses  
25% Quizzes 
35% Final Writing Assignment: Lifespan Theory Essay 

THE FINAL WRITING ASSIGNMENT IS DIFFERENT FOR UNDERGRADUATES, MASTERS, AND PHD 
STUDENTS. BE SURE TO COMPLETE THE CORRECT ASSIGNMENT FOR YOUR LEVEL 
This class will require a minimum of 144 hours of work that includes readings and assignments. This 
amount varies for different students and may involve more time for some students. 

94 to 100%  A 
90 to 93  A- 
87 to 89  B+ 
83 to 86  B 
80 to 82  B- 
77 to 79  C+ 
73 to 76  C 
70 to 72  C- 
67 to 69  D+ 
63 to 66  D 
60 to 62  D- 
lower than 60  F 
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Reading List 
 HUMAN DEVELOPMENT:  THEORY AND RESEARCH ONLINE 

640 Educational Psychology: Learning and Development; University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Spring Semester, 2018 

MODULE 1: Jan22 – Feb4 
1. The Study of Human Development 
2. Biological Foundations: Heredity, and Birth 
SPECIAL TOPIC: ATTACHMENT AND LATER DEVELOPMENT 

Bernier, A., Matte-Gagné, C., Bélanger, M., & Whipple, N. (2014). Taking stock of two decades of  
attachment transmission gap: Broadening the assessment of maternal behavior. Child Development, 85, 
5, 1852–1865 
Hello Assignment 
Quizzes 1 and 2 Due Feb 3 at 11pm 
Discussion Forum 1: Hello Due Feb 4 at 11pm 
  

Module 2: Feb5- Feb25 
3. Tools for Exploring the World: Physical, Perceptual, and Motor Development in Infancy and Early 
Childhood 
4. The Emergence of Thought and Language: Cognitive Development in Infancy and Early Childhood 
5. Entering the Social World: Socioemotional Development in Infancy and Early Childhood  
SPECIAL TOPIC: ATTACHMENT AND LATER DEVELOPMENT 
Keller, H. (2013). Attachment and culture. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 44, 2, 175-194. 
Quizzes 3, 4, & 5 Due Feb 24 at 11pm 
Discussion Forum 2 Due Feb 25 at 11pm 

Module 3: Feb26- Mar18 
6. Off to School: Cognitive and Physical Development in Middle Childhood 
7. Expanding Social Horizons: Socioemotional Development in Middle Childhood. 
8. Rites of Passage: Physical and Cognitive Development in Adolescence. 
SPECIAL TOPIC: ATTACHMENT AND LATER DEVELOPMENT 
Boldt, L. J., Kochanska, G., & Jonas, K. (2017). Infant attachment moderates paths from early negativity 
to preadolescent outcomes for children and parents. Child Development, 88, 2, 337-349. 
Quizzes 6, 7, & 8 Due Mar 17 at 11pm 
Review Special Topic Readings 

Module 4: Mar19- Apr8 
9. Moving into the Adult Social World: Socioemotional Development in Adolescence 
10. Becoming an Adult: Physical, Cognitive and Personality Development in Early Adulthood.  
11. Being with Others: Forming Relationships in Young and Middle Adulthood.  
SPECIAL TOPIC: EARLY COGNITION AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Mikami, A. Y., & Colleagues (2013). A randomized trial of a classroom intervention to increase 
peers’ social inclusion of children with ADHD. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 81,1, 
100-112. 
Quizzes 9, 10, & 11 Due Apr 7 at 11pm 
Discussion Forum 3 Due Apr 8 at 11 pm 
REMEMBER THAT MARCH 19-25 IS SPRING BREAK. PLAN YOUR WORK ACCORDINGLY 
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Module 5: Apr9- Apr29 
12. Work: Occupational and Lifestyle Issues in Young and Middle  
13. Making It in Midlife: The Unique Challenges of Middle Adulthood  
14. The Personal Context of Later Life: Physical, Cognitive, and Mental Health Issues.  
SPECIAL TOPIC: EARLY COGNITION AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Tudge, J., & Rogoff, B. (1989). Peer influences on cognitive development: Piagetian and 
Vygotskian perspectives. In M.H. Bornstein and J.S. Bruner (Eds). Interaction in Human Development, 
(pp. 17-40). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.  
Review Special Topic Readings 
Quizzes 12, 13 & 14 Due Apr29 at 11pm 

Module  6: Apr30 –May10 
15. Social Aspects of Later Life: Psycho-social, Retirement, Relationship, and Societal Issues.  
16. The Final Passage: Dying and Bereavement. 
SPECIAL TOPIC: EARLY COGNITION AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Mikami, A.Y., & Normand, S. (2015). The importance of social contextual factors in peer 
relationships of children with ADHD. Current Developmental Disorders Report, 2, 30-37. doi: 10.1007/
s40474-014-0036-0 
Quizzes 15 & 16 Due May 10 at 11pm 
Final writing assignment: Lifespan Theory Essay is due Sun May 13 at 11pm 
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SPECIAL TOPICS 
[These are the same readings from the reading list, just organized differently and including some optional 
readings. All are available at the D2L site.] 

SPECIAL TOPIC I: ATTACHMENT AND LATER DEVELOPMENT 

Bernier, A., Matte-Gagné, C., Bélanger, M., & Whipple, N. (2014). Taking stock of two decades of  
attachment transmission gap: Broadening the assessment of maternal behavior. Child 
Development, 85, 5, 1852–1865. 

Keller, H. (2013). Attachment and culture. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 44, 2, 175-194. 

Boldt, L. J., Kochanska, G., & Jonas, K. (2017). Infant attachment moderates paths from early negativity 
 to preadolescent outcomes for children and parents. Child Development, 88, 2, 337-349. 

Optional:  
Haltigan, J. D., Leerkes, E. M., Fortuna, K., Supple, A. J., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S. D., Wong, M. S.,  
Roisman, G. I., & Plamondon, A. (2014). Adult attachment states of mind: Measurement  invariance 
across ethnicity and associations with maternal sensitivity. Child Development, 85, 3,  1019–10 

Cassidy,
 
J., Jones,

 
J. D. & Shaver, P. R. (2013). Contributions of attachment theory and research: A  

framework for future research, translation, and policy. Development and Psychopathology 25,  1415–
1434. doi:10.1017/S0954579413000692 

SPECIAL TOPIC II: EARLY COGNITION AND LATER SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Mikami, A. Y., & Colleagues (2013). A randomized trial of a classroom intervention to increase 
peers’ social inclusion of children with ADHD. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 81,1, 
100-112. 

Tudge, J., & Rogoff, B. (1989). Peer influences on cognitive development: Piagetian and 
Vygotskian perspectives. In M.H. Bornstein and J.S. Bruner (Eds). Interaction in Human Development, 
(pp. 17-40). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.  

Mikami, A.Y., & Normand, S. (2015). The importance of social contextual factors in peer 
relationships of children with ADHD. Current Developmental Disorders Report, 2, 30-37. doi: 10.1007/
s40474-014-0036-0 

Optional:  
Wilkes-Gillan, S., Bundy, A., Cordier, R., Lincoln, M., & Chen, Y-W. (2016). A randomized 

controlled trial of a play-based intervention to improve the social play skills of children with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). PLoS One, 11, e0160558. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0160558 

Gardner, D. M. & Gerdes, A. C. (2015). A review of peer relationships and friendships in youth 
with ADHD. Journal of Attention Disorders, 19(10), 844-855. 

Marton, I., Wiener, J., Rogers, M., & Moore, C. (2015). Friendship characteristics of children with 
ADHD. Journal of Attention Disorders, 19(10), 872-881. 
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Welcome EDPSY640 

Hello and welcome to Theory and Research in Human Development (EDPSY640). This syllabus includes 
a lot of information that, as the semester progresses, should be a helpful resource to you. 

This class will be conducted online without any in class meeting times. To do well in this class you should: 

#have a schedule that allows you to participate in the class 
#keep up with the weekly readings and assignments 
#visit the D2L site regularly 
#have good resources that allow you easy access to the course materials that appear online and to 
receive email notifications regarding the class. 
#some assignments will be submitted within specific time frames. You need to be able to access the D2l 
site during these times to complete assignments. Exceptions will not be made to accommodate holiday 
and vacation schedules. It is the student’s responsibility to have access to D2L to complete exams and 
Discussion Forums. Opportunities will not be provided to submit work early. Assignments can be 
submitted late and include a late penalty. This provides fairness to the class when other students submit 
their work on time. 

The materials for this class include the textbook, the D2L site, and email access, which is how I will 
communicate some messages to you. Most messages, however, will be posted at the message board of 
the D2L site. On your part, you will need to have a computer to complete assignments, and have access 
to the D2L site and email. Additional readings beyond the textbook will be available at the D2L site. 

The class is organized into 6 modules. For each module, reading material will be assigned from the 
textbook. There will also be reading assignments from research articles and other sources that will be 
available at the D2L site. For each module, quizzes and discussion group assignments will be completed. 
A final writing assignment will be completed as the final exam for this class. The paper assignment differs 
for undergraduate, Masters and PhD level students. 

About Myself 
I am Dr. Susie Lamborn and am a tenured faculty in the Educational Psychology Department at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. The Educational Psychology Department has four areas and I am 
part of the Learning and Development area. I received my Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology from the 
University of Denver. I teach courses in Child Development that include Theory and Research in Human 
Development (EDPSY640), Adolescence (EDPSY746), The Immigrant Child in Developmental 
Perspective (EDPSY845) and the Multicultural Family (EDPSY844). My research focuses on adolescent 
development in the family context. Research topics include parenting style influences on adjustment, 
extended family relationships, parental involvement in education, and ethnic and racial socialization. I am 
looking forward to getting to know you better through this course 

D2L  
You will have a D2L site that will go with this class. Materials will be posted there for you. Also, 
assignments that you complete will be posted at the D2L site. The D2L site includes a message board 
(Called News that you see right when you enter the class D2L site) when you first access it, content area, 
a discussion forum, links, drop box, quiz area, and grades. 

The News message board is the primary way that I will provide additional information to you. In the 
content area, you will find materials organized by module. For each module Powerpoint materials will be 
posted as companions to the reading material. Please keep in mind that these materials are not intended 
to replace reading the textbook. The Powerpoint material is often presented in outline format and will not 
make sense unless examined as support material for reviewing concepts presented in the text. This 
information is intended to help you to review key points from the chapters of the text. In addition there will 
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be other materials posted about topics pertaining to the content of the chapters. These materials follow a 
topic in more depth. For example, when the text covers sensation and perception, many students are 
interested in autism, which appears to include problems with sensory integration. Additional material 
about autism and pervasive developmental disorders is provided. When the text covers the development 
of attention, some students are interested in attention deficit disorder. Additional information is provided 
on this topic in one of the Powerpoint presentations. 

Further Information about Assignments 
In this syllabus, you will find additional information about the Discussion 1 Hello assignment, the first 
content based Discussion Forum assignment, and the Final Writing Assignment. Further information 
about the final writing assignment will be provided later. The specific question for each special topic will 
be posted later at the appropriate dropbox. To complete the final writing assignment, you will want to use 
the general overview in the syllabus and the instruction sheet that includes the specific question that will 
be posted at the dropbox later. 
Further information will be provided later about the quizzes and additional Discussion Forums. Look for 
this information as a posting at the News section of the D2L site. 

Course Readings. Readings have been assigned for each module and are a central part of the class. 
Completing and keeping up with the readings are central and critical parts of the class. One of the best 
ways to get the most out of the class is to read the materials thoroughly and thoughtfully; to review the 
ideas presented; and sometimes to reread material to ensure strong understanding. 

Quizzes and Discussion Forums. Quizzes and Discussion Forums will be open for specific time frames 
during the semester. Students need to complete the assignments during these times and are responsible 
for having access to the D2L program during these times throughout the semester. Within these time 
frames students will be able to submit work as they prefer. Special permissions will not be provided to 
accommodate specific schedules, holidays, and so forth. This is not a “go at your own pace” class. 
Specific materials are opened for each module and some assignments are submitted within specific time 
frames. Quizzes are timed and penalties can be applied for working past the designated time allotment. 
Students have the option of taking any quiz twice without penalty. The higher score of two tries will be 
assigned as the grade for that quiz.  

Students frequently mention issues with keeping up with the reading materials. The quizzes are a support 
to motivate students to complete readings in a timely fashion and help to indicate that students are 
grasping the content that is delivered in the text. IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE A QUIZ BY THE 
DESIGNATED DUE DATE, YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THAT QUIZ. Discussion work and other 
written work for the class can be submitted late but include a late penalty (10 points for each late 
assignment). All late work from the semester needs to be submitted by May 10 by midnight. 

Sometimes there may be a problem with a quiz item. If you want to challenge a test item, here is the 
procedure: 1. Review the text material to find support for your position (i.e., that one of the alternate 
answers is a better answer based on the text material). 2. Include your test number and test item and 
present your support and justify your position. 3. Submit this information to the appropriate dropbox (there 
are six dropboxes that are for the set of quizzes for each module). 

Late Penalties. An important element of the class is to keep up with the work so that you don’t fall behind. 
There are deadlines to all components of the coursework. Work can be submitted late (except for the 
quizzes) but always includes a late penalty that is 10 points based on a percentage system (e.g., if the 
earned grade is 90%, late work will be reduced 10 points lower or 80%). Late work must be submitted by 
May 10 by midnight.  
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Module I: Introductory Discussion Forum 1: Hello Assignment  

Your goals are to make a posting and comment on someone else's posting in this Discussion. 
This assignment is due by Sunday Feb 4 at 11pm.  
Because there are two parts to this assignment, both posting your answer and then responding to 
someone else’s answer, don’t wait until the last minute to complete this assignment. 
There is a late penalty for this assignment (10 points for Part 1 and 10 points for Part 2). 
This is an essay style writing assignment. All writing assignments for this class use APA writing style as 
the standard. Please see the page towards the end of the syllabus with information regarding APA writing 
style. 

Part 1 (30%).  
Go to the Discussions and post an answer to the Hello Assignment. 
Leave a message that answers these questions: 
1. Tell me something about yourself (150-200 words). 
2. Discuss two goals that you would like to accomplish from this class in terms of content or knowledge 
(150-200 words).  
3. Save a copy of your work on your computer in case you have problems with the posting. 

For all postings: 
1. Include your name and the title of the assignment at the top of the posting as the first piece of 
information (Susie Lamborn Hello Assignment). 
2. Include your name in the name of the file when you save it for future reference (Hello Susie Lamborn). 
3. Be polite in all discussion postings and commenting on other people’s work. 

Part 2: Post a response to someone’s Hello Answer. (10%) 
Post a response to someone else’s Hello assignment. This response should include “value added”. Your 
response should add further value to the original answer by elaboration. You can indicate a similar 
interest or goal for the class but must include discussion material in your response. (100-150 words). In 
all Discussion Forums for this class, the response is an original essay that does not simply (or primarily) 
repeat your answer or another student’s answer. 

Class members have been assigned to groups that you will participate in. This just means that your 
Discussion Forum will only include part of the class. 
   
All Discussion Forums will be averaged and will comprise 40% of the class grade. 30% will be based on 
the original postings and 10% will be based on the responses to a class member’s posting. This Hello 
Discussion forum is weighted 10% of all Discussion Forums. Each content-based Discussion Forum is 
weighted 45% of all Discussion Forums. 
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     Module II: Discussion Forum 2  DUE Sunday Feb 25 at 11pm 

This assignment assumes that you have read the first chapters of the book. Start with a 
research question that follows from one of the theories presented in Chapters 1 to 5. Design a 
study to address some aspect of child development that you are interested in. 
 Provide an overview of the study including the question that will be addressed. Explain how 
your question derives from the theoretical perspective that you chose from Chapters 1 to 5. 
 Identify and discuss three aspects of the methodology: 
            the general research design, 
            the developmental research design, 
            and the data collection strategy. 
For each aspect of the methodology, explain the key features that characterize this aspect of 
the study. Also, discuss the strengths and limitations of each aspect of the methodology. 

This assignment involves practice in essay style writing and problem solving by applying 
concepts to a problem or issue. Although there are multiple parts to the question, this should 
appear as a unified essay response. 

Instructions: 
A series of discussion sessions that will take place during the semester will be averaged for your overall 
grade on discussions. Participation in online discussions will represent 40% of your overall grade. 
Discussion forum has two parts.  

Part 1 is to present a written, essay answer to the question that is a minimum of 1000- words in length. 
The maximum word length is 1200 words. Edit your response to stay within the word limit. 

Answers are due on Sun Feb 25 at 11pm. (30 percent). They will be posted at the discussion section of 
the D2L site.. Because of the size of the class, you have been assigned to one of two discussion groups. 
All three Discussion Forums are completed by both discussion groups. Save all work on your own 
computer in case you have trouble with posting. 

POST DISCUSSION ANSWERS TO THE DROPBOX AFTER POSTING TO THE DISCUSSION FORUM to receive full 
feedback. 

Part 2 is to read one of the other student’s answer and make a written response to that answer. 
Responses should be a minimum of 400 words in length. Do not go beyond 500 words in your response. 
Edit your response to stay within the word limit. Content value must be added in the response. (10 
percent). In all Discussion Forums for this class, the response is an original essay that does not simply 
(or primarily) repeat your answer or another student’s answer. 

Penalties will occur for late work. 10 points will be deducted from Part 1 and 10 points will be 
deducted from Part 2 for late work. Because things happen that can interfere with last minute 
postings, not waiting until the last minute to post work may be a useful strategy to avoid late 
penalties.  

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR EVALUATION INFORMATION 

Discussion Forum answers will be evaluated on: 

Basic Writing Skills There is an assumption that students will submit work that has been completed 
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carefully and includes the use of basic writing skills (proper grammar, correct spelling, few typos, 
material that is well organized in coherent paragraphs). Careless work that has many surface errors, 
that does not show thoughtful preparation and has not been edited carefully will not receive high 
grades. All writing assignment for this class use APA writing style as the standard. Please see the page 
towards the end of the syllabus with information regarding APA writing style. 
Using Your Own Words There is an assumption that students will convey ideas using their own words. 
Thus, submitted work will not plagiarize, use material that is taken too directly from another source 
(including other students’ work), or overrely on direct quotes. 

Content 
-Followed the instructions correctly 
-Designed a plausible study.  
-Required reference to specific course material shows that the material was understood. Referencing 
material is done simply by identifying the page and line where the material was drawn from. This 
needs to occur at least TWICE in the ANSWER. 
-Answer is focused on answering the question. 

Quality of Writing 
-Organized into coherent paragraphs, correct spelling and complete grammatical sentences 
-Clearly answered all parts of the question 
-Easy to follow line of thought 
-Answer explained thoroughly 
-Formal, academic writing skills are used 
-written using own words to convey ideas; does not include material copied from another source; does 
not include many or lengthy direct quotes from other sources 

Critical Thinking 
-Explains the theoretical foundations and the methodological features of the study accurately. 
-Applies concepts readily to own study design 
-Shows understanding of course materials. 
-Writing is careful & precise, showing that the student is interested and involved with the issue 
-Discussion of ideas occurs rather than superficial listings of topics or ideas 

Discussion Forum RESPONSES will be evaluated on: 
Basic Writing Skills There is an assumption that students will submit work that has been completed 
carefully and includes the use of basic writing skills (proper grammar, correct spelling, few typos, 
material that is well organized in coherent paragraphs). Careless work that has many surface errors and 
that does not show thoughtful preparation and has not been edited carefully will not receive high 
grades. 
Using Your Own Words There is an assumption that students will convey ideas using their own words. 
Thus, submitted work will not plagerize, use material that is taken to directly from another source 
(including other students’ work), or overrely on direct quotes. 

Content 
-Follow the instructions correctly 
-Response has a clear connection to the original answer. 
-The response provides “value added” in which additional academic content has been applied to the 
original answer. The response can elaborate on the original answer, suggest an alternative answer, or 
ask a question that includes “value added”. 
-The response is an original essay that does not repeat the student’s own answer or another student’s 
answer and does not overrely on direct quotes from any source. 
-Required reference to specific course material shows that the material was understood. This needs to 
occur ONCE in the RESPONSE 
-Response is an original essay (not a copy of previous work or someone else’s writing) 
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Quality of Writing 
-Organized into coherent paragraphs, correct spelling and complete grammatical sentences 
-Response indicates that the original answer was understood 
-Easy to follow line of thought 
-Response is explained thoroughly 
-Formal academic writing skills are used 

Critical Thinking 
-Applies concepts readily. 
-Shows understanding of course materials. 
-Writing is careful & precise, showing that the student is interested and involved with the issue 
-Discussion occurs rather than superficial listings of ideas 
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Modules 5 & 6: Final Writing Assignment - Lifespan Theory Essays 
35% of final grade 
Each students will complete one theory essay. The score for this assignment will be based on 100 points. 
Prepare an essay (on a Special Topics for class (Attachment and later development; Early 
Cognition and social development). An additional instruction sheet with a specific question for each 
special topic will be posted to the dropbox around midterm. 

Submit a copy of your essay to the dropbox. Submit a Word file (doc). This assignment is due on 
Saturday, May 13 at 11pm. There will be a late penalty for late work (10 points). 

1. Papers must be submitted to the dropbox at the D2L site as a Word document 

2. Use an essay style: organized, coherent paragraphs, complete sentences, correct grammar 

3. Use APA academic writing style. (See below for information on APA style). Also, a chapter from 
the APA publication manual is available at the D2L Content section.  

4. Provide complete references in APA format. The references appear as in regular papers at the 
end of the paper on a separate page with the title “References”.  

5. Write in your own words. Do not plagiarize. Do not overuse direct quotes. 

6. Basic Writing Skills There is an assumption that students will submit work that has been 
completed carefully and includes the use of basic writing skills (proper grammar, correct spelling, 
few typos, material that is well organized in coherent paragraphs). Careless work that has many 
surface errors and that does not show thoughtful preparation and has not been edited carefully 
will not receive high grades. 

The assignment is different for Undergraduate, MS, and PhD students. Be sure to complete the correct 
assignment: 

UNDERGRADUATES:  800 -1000 words. Three sources from class readings (can include the text). 

MS Students:   1000-1200 words. Three sources from class readings (can include the text). Plus 
incorporate material from one academic article published in the last 5 years that the student finds on own. 

PhD Students:  1200-1400 words. Three sources from class readings (can include the text). Plus 
incorporate material from TWO academic articles published in the last 5 years that the student finds on 
own. 
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American Psychological Association.  (2010). Publication Manual of the American 
 Psychological Association (6th Edition).  Washington, D. C.:  Author. 

APA writing style is the standard for this class. Please remember that the foundations of APA style are 
correct grammar and an easy-to-follow writing style. These features are basic elements of grammar that 
most of us learned in elementary and secondary school. You cannot achieve a good written product when 
the grammar is weak, the material is poorly organized, or there are many typos and incorrect spellings. 
Most of the comments on the papers will likely refer to basic grammar issues rather than more technical 
aspects of APA writing style. You will not receive a strong grade on writing assignments that have many 
basic surface flaws pertaining to typos, misspelled words, disorganized presentation of material, and poor 
grammar. 

Words of wisdom from the APA Publication Manual: 

"Three approaches to achieving professional and effective communication are 
(a) writing from an outline; 
(b) putting aside the first draft, then rereading it after a delay; and 
(c) asking a colleague to critique the draft for you." 

"Incorrect grammar and careless construction of sentences distract the reader, introduce ambiguity, and 
generally obstruct communication." 

"Use the past tense to express an action or a condition that occurred at a specific, definite time in the 
past, as when discussing another researcher's work and when reporting your results." 

"A verb must agree in number (i.e., singular or plural) with its subject despite intervening phrases that 
begin with such words as together with, including, plus, and as well as." 

"An adjective or an adverb, whether a single word or a phrase, must clearly refer to the word it modifies.  
Misplaced modifiers, because of their placement in a sentence, ambiguously or illogically modify a word.  
You can eliminate these by placing an adjective or an adverb as close as possible to the word it modifies." 

See Chapter 3, pages 61-86 on the topic of “Writing Clearly and Concisely.” 

University Policies 
1.  Students with disabilities. Students bring numerous interests, backgrounds, physical needs, and learning 
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strategies and needs into the classroom. If you require accommodations in order to meet any of the course 
requirements, please alert the instructor as soon as possible so you may fully participate in this course and be 
evaluated appropriately. Confidentiality of information shared will be respected. Accessibility Resource Center 

2.  Religious observances. Accommodations for absences due to religious observance will be made with 
advance notice to the instructor. Religious Observances Policies 

3.  Students called to active military duty. Accommodations for absences due to call-up of reserves to active 
military duty should be noted.  Students:  
Active Duty Policies-Students  Employees:  
Active Duty Policies-Employees (Editorially Revised, 3/25/09) 

4.  Incompletes. A notation of "incomplete" may be given in lieu of a final grade to a student who has carried a 
subject successfully until the end of a semester but who, because of illness or other unusual and substantiated 
cause beyond the student's control, has been unable to take or complete the final examination or to complete 
some limited amount of term work.  
Incompletes Policy  

5.  Discriminatory conduct (such as sexual harassment).  Discriminatory conduct will not be tolerated by the 
University. It poisons the work and learning environment of the University and threatens the careers, 
educational experience, and well-being of students, faculty, and staff.  
Discriminatory Conduct Policy  

Special note pertaining to Title IX: Title IX makes it clear that sexual violence and harassment based on sex 
and gender is a Civil Rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you 
know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources here:  
• Norris Health Center (414)229-4716 https://www4.uwm.edu/norris/  
• Sexual Assault Treatment Center (414)219-5555 https://ahc.aurorahealthcare.org/services/sexual-assault/
satc.asp  
• Women’s Resource Center (414)229-2852 http://uwm.edu/womensresourcecenter/  
• UWM Dean of Students (414)229-4632 https://www4.uwm.edu/dos/  
• The Healing Center (414)-671-HEAL (4325) http://www.thehealingcenter.org/contact-us.aspx  

6.  Academic misconduct. Cheating on exams or plagiarism are violations of the academic honor code and 
carry severe sanctions, including failing a course or even suspension or dismissal from the University.  
Academic Misconduct Policy  

7.  Complaint procedures. Students may direct complaints to the head of the academic unit or department in 
which the complaint occurs. If the complaint allegedly violates a specific university policy, it may be directed to 
the head of the department or academic unit in which the complaint occurred or to the appropriate university 
office responsible for enforcing the policy. Complaint Procedures  

8.  Grade appeal procedures. A student may appeal a grade on the grounds that it is based on a capricious or 
arbitrary decision of the course instructor. Such an appeal shall follow the established procedures adopted by 
the department, college, or school in which the course resides or in the case of graduate students, the 
Graduate School. These procedures are available in writing from the respective department chairperson or the 
Academic Dean of the College/School.  Grade Appeal Procedures  

9.  Other.  The final exam requirement, the final exam date requirement, etc. http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/
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http://uwm.edu/arc/
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s1.5.htm
http://www4.uwm.edu/current_students/military_call_up.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s40.htm
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s31.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s47.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/osl/dean/conduct.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s49.7.htm
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s28.htm
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s22.htm


docs/other/S22.htm 
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http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/docs/other/s22.htm

